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Management is Urban: 
A Suburban Fisherman Turned 
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        This past summer I had the privilege of interning with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Inland Fisheries 
district offi ce in Snook, Texas. Going into the position, I did 
not feel well prepared, as most of my classes at Texas A&M 
University had pertained to wildlife. Regardless, I was ecstatic 
to get the opportunity to dive into the technical side of fi sher-
ies management. The team I joined was tasked with overseeing 
most of the public fi sheries in the greater Houston metropolis. 

 Houston is the fourth largest city in the United States and 
attracts people from diverse backgrounds. The area is home 
to two major reservoirs; Lake Conroe and Lake Houston, but 
the level of access to water is not as extensive as other large 
Texas urban areas such as Dallas or Austin. While exploring 
fi shing opportunities, Houston residents are turning to local 
small waterbodies more often due to the increased accessibili-
ty and lower associated costs. 

 This internship opportunity opened my eyes to a new 
movement in management that has been historically left to the 
private sector; managing small scale, residential lakes. I sense 
movement in fi sheries towards this idea of small residential 
management as the use of these ponds is increasing to parallel 
the urbanization trend in the United States. This is a stimulating 

concept to me as a millennial that grew up in a large suburb and 
it mirrors my personal journey into the world of fi sheries. My 
early youth consisted of juggling rods and a tackle box while 
biking to several neighborhood ponds with the hopes of catch-
ing anything that would bite. Now as a budding fi sheries techni-
cian gearing up for graduation into the fi eld, I see an enlarging 
niche to provide more chances to learn how to fi sh as I did. 

 Urbanization poses a shift in the role as a natural resource 
manager that centers itself on communication. I believe to be 
successful in this fi eld in the future, the next generation of bi-
ologists and technicians will have to be more accessible than 
ever. During my internship, I saw that TPWD is already putting 
an emphasis on increased knowledge sharing to constituents 
through social media and outreach programs, and I speculate 
that this is only the tip of the iceberg. In the days of social media, 
we have a platform to communicate with a considerably larger 
group of communities that are more diverse. Interactions with 
a local biologist are shifting from an offi ce visit to a Facebook 
comment. This is an incredible opportunity to share our pas-
sion for the outdoors with more people, at a quicker pace. 

 Outside of increased social media usage to better bridge 
the gap between the stakeholders and professionals, I see a 

 Figure 1 .              An example of boat electrofi shing a Neighborhood Fishin’ Program pond. One of the fi rst steps in including a water-
body in the program is assessment of the fi shery. 
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growing need for the physical management of small water-
bodies. This past summer, we spent a large amount of time 
focusing on applying fi sheries techniques to neighborhood 
ponds. TPWD ’ s Neighborhood Fishin’ Program (NFP; avail-
able:  https ://tpwd.texas.gov/fi shb oat/fi sh/manag ement/ stock 
ing/neigh borho od-fi shin.phtml  ) focuses on these ponds to in-
crease the fi shing opportunities across Texas. The process of 
becoming a part of the program begins with selecting a small 
impoundment with easy access from residential areas. Once a 
possible location is selected, a survey of the waterbody is tak-
en that includes assessments of fi sh populations, forage avail-
ability, habitat conditions, and water quality. If  selected to join 
the NFP, the pond is then stocked every 2 weeks with Channel 
Catfi sh  Ictalurus punctatus  throughout the warm months and 
Rainbow Trout  Oncorhynchus mykiss  during the winter. As of 
March, 2019, there are 19 ponds in the NFP, with 5 falling 
under the responsibilities of the Snook, Texas offi ce. 

 The management of smaller, urbanized areas in the Greater 
Houston area for fi shing presents some unique opportuni-
ties and challenges. Fisheries management teams might expect 
more traveling and waterbody monitoring as several small im-
poundments scattered throughout the management area could 
potentially require more time to manage than a large counter-
part could. Managing these small ponds can involve perfecting 
the cumbersome pond boat launch, introducing habitat to fl at 
bottom systems, and battling nutrient introduction from the 
adorable duck communities present. An increased frequency 
of outreach events can be expected in the backyards of the ur-
ban population to harbor involvement with the sport of fi shing. 
Partnerships with local precincts and special interest groups are 
becoming further embedded into the practices of modern inland 

fi sheries management to better serve the constituents. In my 
opinion, added opportunities for urban residents that seek to be-
come connected with the natural world around them are worth 
the increased effort in the management of these smaller ponds. 

 The resources at hand and practices learned this past sum-
mer with the inland fi sheries management team in Snook, 
Texas, are invaluable to me. It was a chance to hone many tech-
niques taught in class such as electrofi shing (Figures  1  and  2 ), 
habitat improvement, and conducting creel surveys. More im-
portantly, I learned several skills that are not well represented in 
a classroom setting, such as communicating to local stakehold-
ers and critical problem solving in the fi eld. This internship pro-
vided me with experience in urban fi sheries that I can build on 
during and after my time as an undergraduate. In conclusion, I 
would like to encourage anyone interested in increasing fi shing 
opportunities to look into urban fi sheries management.      

 Figure 2 .              The author netting fi sh from the bow of an electro-
fi shing boat. 




